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Mare Pollick meets many celebrities through his Giving Back Fund, but he g
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Charity drive

Mare Pollick works to persuade stars it’s OK
to ‘give back’ — and helps them make it count

By Joanna Weiss
GLOBE STAFF

It began with an idea that, in a perfect
world, might have turned out to be a per-
fect idea.

First, there were the good causes, too
many to name. Second, the celebrities,
richer than ever — athletes with unfath-
omable contracts, entertainers on multi-
million-dollar tours. Third, the sorry tales
of benevolence gone wrong: stars who left
their charities in the hands of their moth-
ers or siblings, and wound up with huge
administrative costs and public black
eyes,

In the shower one day in the early
1990s, an idealist named Mare Pollick —
who happened to know how to run a
charity — thought of a solution. Why not
start a business that ran celebrity founda-
tions, but ran them right?

Thus began the Giving Back Fund, a
small ne run from a modest o
at Park Plaza, that has grown to run near-
ly 40 foundations. Its clients include Jus-
tin Timberlake of N Sync, Britney Spears,
Doug Flutie, and Nancy Kerrigan; its con-
cerns range from Parkinson's disease to
autism to underprivileged kids.

In a perfect world, that would be the
end of the story.

The real world is a little more compli-
cated.

In many ways, the Giving Back Fund
has been a success. It boasts low overhead
— atleast 95 percent of the money donat-
ed to the foundations goes to charity —
and has drawn interest from some non-
traditional sources. Eighty percent of its
foundations were started by people be-
tween the ages of 18 and 35. Somccfme
donors they attract are even younger;
girls send letters to Timberlake with al-
lowance-size donations. Celebrities are
taking notice, too. Last year Forbes maga-
zine named Magic Johnson's foundation,
which spent 77 percent of its funds on
overhead, one of the five worst in Amer-
ica. This year Johnson signed up with the
Giving Back Fund.

But Pollick and his staff have also had
to face a sobering realization: The Giving
Back Fund hasn't grown as quicklyas
they'd hoped. It turns out it's not so easy
to get stars to part with their money.

“Everybody says ‘T want to give back, 1
want to give back.” " Pollick says. “What
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Harnessing their star power

The Giving Back Fund has helped many celebrities run
their charities successfully. Here are a few:

Magic Johnson went to Pol-
lick after Forbes magazine
cited his foundation last year
as one of the country's worst.

“They're fike watchdogs,”
Holly Robinson Peete says
approvingly of the Giving Back
Fund staff,

Young girls — and fans of
Justin Timberiake — send in
Britney Spears announce the their allowances as a contribu-

Marc Pollick stepped into
the spotlight when he helped

creation of her charity. tion to hés charity.

ball with his sons to mingling with the stars.
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Tfyou're a multimillionaire . . . why not have the best people in the world running your philanthropy?
‘ MARC POLLICK, founder of the Giving Back Fund

Stars learn how to get more bang for their charlty buck
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& we're finding s saying it and doiog
_ it are two very different things
How, five into Its
. existence, the Giving Back Fund
'has started o make some changes.
I the beginning, Pollick and his
F, 'mﬁmwhdmmtnhmlmm
‘ﬂunm start o foundation, New,
*. they do — §250,000 within the
*ﬂmyur o keep stars from
starting charities fust for good
publicity, For the same reason,
_ they've created & “donor oommit-

B . thelr good-deeds talk with g

Pollick says he might hose some:
business this way. But he's real-
ized there's  difference between
iiving for good press and giving
‘becunse you mean it So the Giving
Hack Fund has changed its motio,
too. The old one wis a Churchill
qiaote: “You make a fiving by what

# you get. You make x life by what

outiook
Pollick, 48, isn't one of those
people who dreamed of hobnob-
- bing with stars. He's a suburban
'dnd and former college athlete
%' who coaches his kid's basketball
3 and practices with his sons
+ 0 & court in the hackyard. And his
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tion that other charities couldn't.
And he noticed the bad-news sto-
ries about charity and stars. In
:mmmmm

and Timberiake, who said the teen
pop stars wanted to sturt charities.

(ver the years, both celebrities
and nonwluhmbu have joined,
‘with fin

his

“When he gradunted from college,
" hee wanted to chunge the world. *I
w dead serlous sbout it," he

;’ ‘meh-xd part was deciding
how to do it. For the first 17 years
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locanst museum in Miami, ran &

ﬁwuwwm »

o litle Wiesel. Peonle nround the

“ world contlnued b massacre oth
- ers. Pollick was forced to reassess.

"It wasn't working,” he sayn. <]
el like 1 had
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and bad press, He was handly the
anly one,

Mayhe rhis was the way to
change the world, Poilick thought.
So he came up with a pitch for
would-be celébrity donors. “If

and

“why not have the best
the world munning your philan-

‘thropy?

 With §250,000 i1 soed money,
His
captain Der Brown, who lninched

a foundation to help single pas-
v:!ll-l In 1898, Flutie started a

could do in Holocaust studies, and
itwasn’t 7

bt gutism. The
mext year, st a benedit for the Flutie

But he also had noticed that

at Jon Bon Jovi's
house — a reproduction French
chateay in fod Bank, XJ, — Pol-
tick met the manager for Spears

Mellanby) to foothall players
"Rol Glover, Leo Lewis). Sports

marketing pioneer James Warsave

started & foundati
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But having & well-known name
il & worthy eause doesn't mean
you know what you're doing, s
actress Holly, Robinson Peete.
Four years mgo, she and hor hus-
hand, Oakland Rajders quarter-
back Rodney Peete, started an in-

poorly with charity. Sandler and
Pollick say some of their clients
are truly dedicated. And outside
the Giving Back Fund, they give
high prilse 1o Andre Agassi and
Rosie O'Donnell for their mix of
good intentinms and good works.

But too many stars, whether
well- not

stars how to run & successful char-
ity, Pollick and Sandier say, it's
sometimes harder to gt them to
start ane in the first place. Tradi-
tional big-money philanthropy
stems from rich families with his-
tarics of giving, and a firm sense of
thieir net wurth,

New money, Polllck says, “has
more neurosls clreumseribing it
than old money.” Its sometimes
toogh to ennvinee young sturs that
“if you hive $100 million, you can
make o §1 million gift and you'll
have $99 milllon. You'll be all
right.”

But stars who make a lot of
money spend & Jot, says Leland
Fuaust, a Giving Back Pamd board
member who I8 chalrman of CSI
Capital Management, a San Fran-
ciseo investment flrm with many

athletes clients, Stars
also have shorter careers, and bess
certain yeur-to-year salaries, than
the average wealthy lawyer. If your
earnings dip from §5 million to §1
million per year, Faust says, “you
still fieed redatively poores.”

Robinson Peete has another
theory about why the Giving ack
Fund hasn't been an instant sue-
s the address, Boston might be
Pallick's home, but by celebrity
standards it’s hopelessly out of the
way. Last summer, the Giving
Hack Fund opened a branch office
inLos Angeles.

There are times, though, when
local connections lure some of the
Giving Back Fund's stars to its
hometown. Britney Spears's
centerplece charity, the Britney
Spears Cunp for the Performing
Arts, was held in the Berlehires in

to help

patients with Parkinson's disease.
Back then, she recalls, people
spoke in shorthand about not-for-
jprofit tax status, telling her togeta
501c(3) "1 sald, "What is that, o
mew BMW? *

Actor Jon Seda took on victims of a
chronie nervous system disorder.
‘Yankees catcher Jorge Posads

& chrity for victims of

SUar POWET CAl CTCALE SOMm -
usual scenarios, as the nonprofit
warld goes; one week, an exgul-
sitedy polite British girl called the
Giving Back Pund every 10 min-

for Timberlake's

Pollick ' & podium
in Hollywood, in front of & thou-

she learned the ter-
minology, But after & few years of
Jugzling a sitcom, twins, and the
HollyRod Foundation, she decid-
ed she needed belp, About six

and very protective, nmi lm;
found ways to make this work out
and make it better.”

Just say ‘no’

“his staff have wants to

run an operstion

lick and senior vice president
Sandler are

sand popping flashbuolbs, an-
nouncing the Britney Spears
Foundation with the pop star her-
sceif. Spears's publicist

about not naming names, but they
Joke thit they could write & terrific

ently challenged by what Sandler
calls “thinking in the nonprofit
way." It possible, she says, to
hold an gvent that ralses $2 mil-
for charity but costs $1.99
million to throw, when you get
through the cost of flying

guests to town, carting them
around in li

its year and on Cape
Ciod thils past summer. On & sunny
day Inst August, Spears set foot on
the Cape — briefly — to watch the
revue the had prepared.
And her visit proved how strange
it can be when celebeity and chas-
ity intersect.
Acrowd of reparters had come

them caviar. And some celebrities,

work, and paid a market rate.
Stars still ask to hire their out-of-

coach opened & e

the Giving Back Pund, he wanted
to hire his danghter. Only if shels
pald reasonably and supervised,
Follick replied; send in her re-
Sume.

with “Access Hollywood." And
when the TV crew started to ask
about Madonna, Spears really
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